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we shall have to meet in conference with even our enemies. Before that we want
to be able to establish independence here. But in the existing circumstances it is
enough protection for you and for the nation and enough hint to the whole world.
It does presuppose that your representatives will not, dare not and cannot go into the
conference where Dominion Status is a matter for consideration. They can only
go to a conference where independence is the matter for consideration. Similarly,
there is the appreciation of the efforts of the Viceroy in connection with the Swaraj
settlement. Either you believe the testimony of your chosen representatives or
you reject it. If you really believe that your representatives have told you the truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the truth, when they say that the Viceroy seemed to
mean well, he was courteous throughout and he patiently went through the whole
matter as if two friends had met, does it not behove you—it is not a matter of
common courtesy merely but it is your bounden duty—to appreciate it ? If you do
not believe then you must hound us out of the committee and out of the Congress
pandal. You would have to say, ewe don't believe what you are saying under the
influence of the Viceroy who, being an Englishman and representative of the Govern-
ment, is incapable of being courteous and of meaning well/* If that is your opinion
you must certainly accept the amendment to delete the words Whereas if you accept
our testimony that the Viceroy did mean well or seemed to us to mean well,
then it is your duty to adopt the resolution. This is a matter of courtesy.
"It is not a sign of courage that a man should be afraid of saying what he feels.
It is a sign of decided courage when a man shows even to an enemy that which
he believes to be good. This is what we believe to be good and we have placed
it before you. So far in connection with the amendment that has been so hotly
debated. As a matter of fact, people who are pledged to the creed of non-
violence and truth will always go out of the way to perform an act of delicate courtesy
to think well of the enemy, to see hope where there seems to be utter darkness,
because a man, truth-loving and non-violent, is always filled with hope, and also
courage for decisive action. Therefore, pledged to a creed of this character, it is
your bounden duty to accept this response in the general resolution and reject
the amendment
"Then there is the question of boycott of legislatures with reference to which
I can only give you the testimony of those who went into the legislatures with high
hopes and on the top of it all is Pandit Motilal Nehru. He speaks of the Assembly
with bitter experience. He says it is no good for him now. He regrets having
gone to it. He has discharged his duty, as even a critic admitted, in the noblest
manner possible. He says : "My work I have done there. I shall not be able
to carry on the battle of Swaraj even a step further by being there." That
testimony is conclusive for me. I do not go in search of any other testimony and
may it be conclusive for you also. I have no such personal experience to decide,
but I have got that conviction now even greater than I had in 1919 and 1920.
Friends ask why not add boycott of law courts and schools. It is certainly a
consistent and logical proposition, but mankind is not always governed by logic
and by consistency either. Sometimes mankind or a nation vindicates its weak-
ness as also its strength by being frankly inconsistent. Wisdom lies in understanding
our limitations and the Working and the Subects Committees have come to
conclusion that we may no longer go to the legislatures and we have to get
enough to be outside the legislatures.
"There is one stock argument viz., we will keep our places vacant. It is not
idea of the resolution that the places should remain vacant. Imagine an opium
den to which fifty thousand went, amongst whom we also counted ourselves. Shall
we hesitate to empty that den because somebody else will go and occupy it ? I am
quite certain that we will not. If we believe the legislatures are played out, it does
not matter to us who are likely to occupy them. The relevant consideration is
this ; **Can we or can we not in terms of complete independence go to those
legislatures and hasten progress towards Independence ?* If you feel that could be
done by going to the legislatures, by all means go there. I won't speak now about
oath-taking, though for a man like me it is a conclusive argument.
v<As for boycott of law courts and schools I do not see the needed atmosphere.
If there is no atmosphere, wliat is the use of putting a clause which is not goingp
to be acted up by the very people to whom it is addressed ? Hence tiiis

